Friends of Hebden Bridge Station

Minutes of the meeting on Monday 14th July
2025 at 11am at The Station, Hebden Bridge


Present:  Martin Whittell, Heather Stanton, Diana Monahan and Lesley Mackay

Apologies:  Wayne Dean, Lynda Howard, Paul Monahan, Paul Westbrook, David and Sue Storr

Minutes of previous meeting:  17.5.2025:  These were approved.

Chair’s Report:  Nothing to report.

Treasurer’s Report:  The current bank balance is £296.76.  Recent outgoings include the Easily account for our website, the travel costs and fee for the piano tuner, Ben Treuhaft, the costs of which will be met by the grant for £450 from the Calder Ward Forum.  As the cost of transporting the piano from Darwen, Lancashire to Hebden Bridge (£340) was more than we had anticipated, this means that a shortfall in the amount requested in our application for funding from the Ward Forum of £18.90 will be met by FoHBS.

Matters Arising:
· [bookmark: _Hlk150788505]Book Swap:  A shrinking number of books unfortunately despite generous donations by Friends of the Station.  Clearly the donated books are attractive to passengers.  A constant supply of books thus seems to be needed.  Action:  All members

· Information Boxes: Diana and Paul have been maintaining the information boxes with poems as well as working party dates and recent photographs of various activities.  Many thanks to Paul and Diana.  More seasonally appropriate poems will be displayed later in the year.

· Bio-diversity initiative:  Lesley reported that she had contacted the Bio-diversity team, outlining some of the issues that had emerged.  We are now awaiting a visit from the Bio-diversity team in mid-August for a ‘wash-up’, finding out what has worked and what hasn’t - a learning exercise for the Bio-Diversity team.  The drought and extremely warm weather has not helped the survival of some of the plants/young trees despite diligent watering by Martin and Heather.  Action: Lesley

· Darkland Planning Application:  Lesley had been informed that the planning application has been withdrawn.  (See below)

· Rail 2000:  Diana has been working on an exhibition which will take place in Hebden Bridge Town Hall which will be set up on 27th October 2025 and dismantled on 1st December 2025.  Diana will need volunteers to help on both these dates.  If you would like to help with the exhibition please let Diana know.  Action:  All members

Working Parties:  These have been well attended, so many thanks to our old and new Friends.

Northern:  There was nothing to report from Northern.  The Friends have sponsored Darren Allsop in his three-peak walk in aid of The Railway Children’s charity.
Lesley had reminded the Northern team about the need for the hanging baskets and planters+window boxes to be planted up.  This has now been done and the Station is looking colourful with both the planting of the tubs in front of the Station as well as on the platforms.  Thanks to Northern for this.

Future Plans:  
· Piano: Given the withdrawal of a planning application for partial use of the waiting room on Platform 2 (see above), we applied for and have been successful in receiving a Calderdale Ward Forum Grant for £450 for the transportation, tuning and minor repair of a newer piano, kindly donated by Mrs. Joyce Danks.  Martin will write a letter of thanks.  Action:  Martin Whittell
· It was agreed we should hold a ‘photo opportunity’ inviting local councillors, both Hebden Royd and Calderdale MBC to mark the arrival of our new piano, kindly funded by Calder Ward Forum Grant.  It is hoped that this will take place on Friday 25th July 2025 at 10.15am (just before our working party at 10.30am).  Action: Diana Monahan
· It is anticipated that the original signage kindly donated by Peter Rushworth will be mounted on in the waiting room on Platform 2 shortly.  Martin will liaise with Daniel from the ISS team.  Action:  Martin Whittell

Any other business:  
Diana said that she and Paul will be going to the Smith Bridge anniversary celebration on 18th October.  Other members are welcome to accompany them.  Action:  All members
Diana reported that she had updated the World Piano website with the new Station piano.

Date of next meeting: Friday 17th October 2025 at 11am in the Station.
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