FRIENDS OF HEBDEN BRIDGE STATION

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 19th June 2017 at 6pm in the Waiting Room, Platform 2
Present: David Storr and Lesley Mackay

Apologies: Martin Whittell, Susan Quick, David Taylor, Andy Grant, Kathy Pitt, Diana and Paul Monahan and Nina Smith 
Minutes of the meeting held on 8th June 2017.  The minutes were approved as correct. 
Matters arising: Lamp Room & Signal Box:  David Storr said we need to clarify Network Rail’s position on the disposal of the signal box and the lamp room before asking for volunteers to take this project forward.  Action:  David Storr  
Timing of buses to Old Town:  TLC has not been responding to Mike Troke’s emails but hopefully Mike can try again.  Action:  Mike Troke. 

Accessibility measures:  A meeting with Nicola Wright, Network Rail, took place last Monday.  A number of FoHBS members were present and raised issues concerning access.   Nicola Wright confirmed that accessibility within the station would be to the usual Network Rail high standards.  Nicola was thanked for giving us the opportunity to voice to our concerns.
Lift mechanisms: The old lift mechanisms are being stored by Network Rail, who are awaiting our instructions as to where they are to go.  David Storr has been in touch with the National Railway Museum who woud like to have photos of the items.  David Storr will contact Nicola Wright about this.  Action:  David Storr
Book Exchange:  The stock of books remains low.  All members are asked to bring and/or ask charity shops for donations of unwanted books for the bookcases in both waiting rooms.  Action:  All Members
Piano tuner:  Richard Isaac is to be asked again if this invoice has been paid. Action:  Lesley Mackay
Presentations by Peter Jeffrey and Penny Hampson:  Diana has been in touch with both speakers who have confirmed their willingness to give talks and it is hoped that details will be finalised in the next few months.  Action:  Diana Monahan
Given that we made a small loss on our previous presentation evening, it was agreed that we should ask for a donation of £2 from each attendee and ask for 50p for tea and coffee, with a free biscuit for our next presentations.
Exhibition of Railway Photographs, March 2019: David Taylor is unable to commit himself to organising and seeking funding for this exhibition.  A volunteer to take this project forward is now being sought.  Action:  All Members
Recruitment Banner:  This item will be discussed at our next meeting
Taxi Scam:  In Diana’s absence we are not yet aware if she managed to inform the police about this.  Action:  Diana Monahan 

Chair’s Report:  In Martin’s absence there is nothing to report. 
Treasurer’s Report:   David Storr reported that there was a balance of £153.55 in the General Fund; £274.94 in the Calder Ward Grant fund; and £24.32 in the Cooperative Community Account, giving a total balance of £452.81.  We have not yet received £60 from Hebden Royd Town Council.  Action:  Lesley Mackay
Northern Railway:  Nothing to report
Working Party Report:   With many of our helpers on holiday, attendance at the working parties had been much reduced.  Hopefully, the numbers will increase shortly.  As most of the volunteers are retired, it has been suggested that we change the day of the week and the time of our working parties to be more convenient to members.  After discussion, the possibility of moving to Saturday mornings will be put to members.  Action:  All members
David Storr pointed out that Network Rail were not controlling the trees and shrubs on the track side of the fruit border and these were impinging on the fruit bushes and making their maintenance much more difficult.  The imminent works to lengthen Platform 2 will overcome this problem.
Liaison with BTP:  No liaison meetings have taken place recently. 
10th Anniversary celebrations - Ideas:  None have been received.

Any Other Business:  None
Date of next meeting:  Monday 21st August, 2017 at 6pm in the Station Manager’s office on Platform One.
